
Scientists communicate by publishing their
findings in journals…



What is in a journal article?



What is in a
journal article?



Basic info: who, what, where, when



The abstract is a summary of the rationale and
results.



The introduction
has background
information.



What is this?



References are how scientists cite other
people’s ideas or data.

(Castrogiovanni et al., 1998)

Castrogiovanni P, Iapichino S, Pacchierotti C,
Pieraccini F.  1998. Season of birth in psychiatry: a
review. Neuropsychobiology 37:175–181.



(Castrogiovanni et al., 1998)

Using other’s ideas or data is fine, but not
citing where the information came from is
plagiarism.

Castrogiovanni P, Iapichino S, Pacchierotti C,
Pieraccini F.  1998. Season of birth in psychiatry: a
review. Neuropsychobiology 37:175–181.



SUBJECTS AND METHODS
To investigate the influence of birth season on

examination marks, we used the (anonymous)
examination results from 1995–2001 of
undergraduate students at the University of Vienna,
together with their dates of birth…….

Materials and methods or other synonymous
sections detail how the experiments were done.



RESULTS
The distribution of scores attained by male and

female students is associated with their birth season
(see data in Table 1)………

The results section details the outcomes of the
experiments.



RESULTS
The distribution of scores attained by male and

female students is associated with their birth season
(see data in Table 1)………

The results section details the outcomes of the
experiments, and refers to the tables and
figures in the paper.



Figures are graphical representations
of data.



Sometimes tables are used.



DISCUSSION
We find that examination scores are related to

season of birth in both female and male students,
indicating that there could be some biologically
significant underlying ontogenetic or early life-
history mechanism………

The discussion is where the results are
explained and related to other research.
(sometimes it is combined with the results)



What is in a
journal article?


